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SUPER BOWL XLIX (49) 
GLENDALE, ARIZONA 

UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX STADIUM (opened 2006, RETRACTABLE ROOF- scheduled to be open 

though weather permitting; caveat ARI Cardinals played all games this year with roof closed) 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2015 

GAME TIME: 6:25-6:30 ET 

 

WEATHER: Cloudy, High 72, Low 47, Sunny (game time 4:30 Mountain) 

 

TV COVERAGE: NBC, PRE-GAME (coverage starting at 12 ET): Bob Costas and Dan Patrick; GAME 

BROADCAST: Al Michaels (play-by-play) AND Chris Collingsworth (color); SIDELINES: Michele 

Tafoya; TROPHY: Dan Patrick (viewers last year: record 112.2 million on Fox) (commercials 

reportedly average $4.5 million per 30-seconds, $4 million on Fox last year) 

 

HALFTIME: KATY PERRY AND LENNY KRAVITZ 
 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (AFC) (14-4) (12-4 regular season) 
versus 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS (NFC) (14-4) (12-4 regular season) 

Match-up coverage: CBS Sports (http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/superbowl), Covers, ESPN 

(http://espn.go.com/nfl/superbowl) 

NFL.com: http://www.nfl.com/gamecenter/superbowl  

(click links via this file, URLs shortened for appearance) 
 

 

COMPUTER PREDICTION 
 

- WINNER: SEATTLE SEAHAWKS by 0.47 points 

- Over/Under Total: Combined 45.0 points scored by both teams 
 

 

http://www.app.com/story/sports/nfl/2015/01/21/roof-open-closed-super-bowl-xlix/22101769/
http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/gametracker/preview/NFL_20150201_NE@SEA
http://www.covers.com/pageLoader/pageLoader.aspx?page=/data/nfl/matchups/g1_summary_2.html
http://espn.go.com/nfl/playoffs/2014/matchup
http://www.nfl.com/gamecenter/2015020100/2014/POST22/patriots@seahawks?icampaign=GC_schedule_rr#menu=gameinfo&tab=preview


 

LAS VEGAS ODDS 
 

- WINNER: NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS are favored by 1.0 points 

- Over/Under: Total of 47.5 points expected to be scored in the game  
 

Via Yahoo! Sports: 

  
 

Via VegasInsider here: 

 
 

POINT-BY-POINT INSIGHTS 
 

- Seattle no stranger to being Super Bowl underdog. Denver was a 2.5 point favorite to 

beat Seattle last year. 

- Seahawks opened as a 1 point favorite and are now a 1 point underdog 

- One thing is clear. The Patriots score more points and they give up more points. 

- Seattle is a 4th quarter team. 

- Seahawks were the NFL’s best defense this year (save a good debate about the Lions) 

- Patriots have 18th best running game in NFL. Mediocre. And this could have an impact 

on the outcome. Brady may need to spread the offense with some deep passes and this 

could lead to a few more short possessions. 

- Vegas line opened up favoring SEA but has shifted to New England. Computer narrowly 

backs Seahawks. 

- Again it is the #1 NFC seed vs the #1 AFC seed. 

http://www.vegasinsider.com/nfl/odds/las-vegas/


- SEA corner Richard Sherman has a girlfriend in town that is about to give birth. Sherman 

says the soon-to-be-born little boy is “going to be disciplined and stay in there until after 

the game”. However, if not, Sherman is prepared to miss the game and some 

teammates have encouraged him to do so if nature calls. 

- Both teams were 9-1 at home this season (including playoffs) and 5-3 on the road. 

- Seattle played, very recently, at the University of Phoenix Stadium in Week 16 

(December 21) and beat the Arizona Cardinals 35-6. 

- Last match-up? 2012 Week 6. Seattle 24-23 at home. 

 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Based on below chart we are going to project about 60 overall points or more and thus 

predicting that the game is likely to be on the over. The other takeaway from the chart is that 

New England is far more comfortable and used to higher scoring games. Week 8 and Week 9 

the Patriots rolled to a big 51-23 (74 points combined) win over the Bears before trashing 

Denver 43-21 (64 points) the next week. In the divisional playoff round New England and 

Baltimore combined for 66 in the Patriots 35-31 victory. 

 
 

Both teams have been slowly building momentum throughout the season. The Patriots trend 

sticks out a lot more and was punctuated in the AFC conference win over Indianapolis. While 



Seattle is maintaining slight trend higher they have hung on with tough wins in the playoffs. 

Patriots have been prone to big swings. Anyway, takeaway is NE looks better positioned to win. 

 
 

Seattle has a consistent base of getting a good 20 points on the board, week after week. New 

England is much more likely to outscore but is also prone to getting shut down. Ahem, playing a 

tough defense. That said, it seems NE got some bad games out of the system so to speak at the 

end of the year and this also looks like NE likely to outscore SEA. 

 
 

On the surface, both teams do not really like the first half. SEA was 9-9 this year in the first half! 

New England was at least better at 12-6. What we are going to call is a snapback by the 



Seahawks, winning the first half by about 4 or 5 points. New England has become worse in the 

first half as the season has gone on. 

 
 

Based on the last chart and this chart: Going to call it a SEA 17-13 first half. 

 
 

This chart is pretty clear. As the season has gone on both teams have been steadily improving in the 

second half. The Seahawks have actually turned into like a machine in the second half. Consistently 

winning them by 10-15 points during an 8 straight streak (12-4-2 overall). NE though has won the second 

half 10 times in a row (14-4 overall)! New England, as usual, is more pronounced in the point swings 

though direction clear. We expect one team is going to clearly win the second half by 10-15 points. 



 
 

Both teams have tended to score a lot more in the 2nd half. And both teams prone to swings. So 

anything is possible. Eye ball is SEA seems the better likelihood of putting up a more predictable 

17 to 20 points in the 2nd half. NE could put up 25+ but could also swing back down to 10 or 12. 

 
 

EYEBALL OPINION 
 

New England: 37-34 (Madden NFL 15: NE 28 SEA 24). Honestly this one can go either way. The 

1st half seems a little easier to judge. Seattle will jump out to a 17-13 lead at half time. The 2nd  

half NE takes it 24-17. Honestly though this game could go either way. The 2nd half has the 

greater likelihood of being the decider with a possibility of one team breaking it open in 2nd 

half. The game could have both teams right around 30 points each, going either way. The over 

the likely easy winner. (Last year eyeball opinion: Seattle 24 Denver 10; actual final SEA 43-8). 


